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Webster's Third New International Dictionary, Unabridged, is the largest, most comprehensive

American dictionary available, containing over 472,000 entries, 14,000 new words in a special

Addenda Section, 3,000 illustrations, and 140,000 etymologies describing word origins. Boxed

hardcover, buckram binding, thumb-notched.
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This review is unavoidably dichotomized: one is for the dictionary and one is for the publisher.As for

the dictionary, I have to express my deep admiration for Webster's Third New International

Dictionary: it is in my opinion a wondrous dictionary, the best I have ever used. I am a researcher

and I extensively use English in writing. For so much time I have rested upon imprecise or unclear

dictionaries. When I came across the Webster's Dictionary I found the foremost authority in English

dictionaries. The feature I most appreciate of this dictionary is that, unlike the other ones, it is based

on multiple concise definitions for most words. That is, it explains meanings by means of two or

three (sometimes more) different sentences which are always brief and pellucid (instead of one

definition consisting of a long unwieldy sentence). Thus, the reader's cognitive effort in

understanding is much smaller. Numerous examples help readers to understand every nuance of

the word: the sources are diverse (literature, science, history, philosophy, etc.) and cover a wide

range of contexts. Many usage notes provide synonyms and help the reader to distinguish

semantically related words.I suggest anyone to buy it at once, and I also suggest to carefully read



the guide to the dictionary and to the pronunciation: you will find that the Webster's Dictionary is a

very powerful tool, a lot of information is conveyed, more than you might think before reading the

guide.As for the publisher, I agree with the review entitled ``What a piece of junk'', and I would like

to address one word to Merriam-Webster: lazy! You are very lazy. Webster's Dictionary is a petrified

dictionary, no revised edtion has been made from 1961. I am astonished, I wonder what you are

doing.
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